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Response to Amendment 

1. Since the amendments to the claims are merely minor 
corrections, the amendments are entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see page 7, line 2 to page 11, line 
4, filed 22 April 2005, with respect to the rejections of claims 
1-13 under 35 USC §103 (a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-13 under 35 USC §103 (a) 
discussed on pages 4-14 of the previous office action, dated 07 
February 2005, have been withdrawn. 

Examiner agrees with Applicant's interpretation of Kimura 
(US Patent 5,721,626) as applied to the primary reference, 
Aoyama (US Patent 5,796,865), Further, Examiner has not found 
in the prior art a reference which teaches each and every 
limitation of independent claims 1, 5 and 10, nor has Examiner 
found references which would render independent claims 1, 5 and 
10 obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention. Therefore, the claims 1-13 are deemed to 
patentably distinguish over the prior art. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 11, line 5 to page 12, line 
3, filed 22 April 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

While it is true that the teachings of Aoyama and Lazzouni 
(US Patent 5,652,412) operate in different frequency ranges, the 
application of the Lazzouni reference would clearly have given 
motivation to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
teachings of Aoyama such that the system of Aoyama operates in 
the spectrum visible to human beings, rather than in the x-ray 
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or other radiation spectrum. Thus, it would not be possible to 
combine Lazzouni with Aoyama. The modification of Aoyama would 
merely require a change in size of various elements such as the 
stimulable phosphor elements, and the size of the optical 
sensors and emitters, among others. One of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention would understand the basic 
concepts of wavelength and bandwidth, and would thus be able to 
alter the components by relative sizing factors based on the 
wavelength and bandwidth such that visible light could be used, 
as taught by Lazzouni. This modification of Aoyama is simply 
part of the operations that would have been required of one of 
ordinary skill in the art in order to combine the teachings of 
Lazzouni with the teachings of Aoyama to produce a system based 
on the combination of references. 

However, since the independent claims are already deemed 
allowable over the prior art for the reasons detailed above in 
item 2, claims 5-8 are allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-13 are allowed. 

-The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: Claims 1-13 are allowed for the reasons detailed 
above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to James A. 
Thompson whose telephone number is 571-272-7441. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 : 30AM-5 : 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David K. Moore can be 
reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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